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North America’s premier ski resort takes some beating with its astonishing golf

Whistler has come a long way since its birth 
nearly 40 years ago. Today, it consistently ranks 
as the top North American ski resort, and it 
will gain even greater fame as the stage for 
the 2010 Winter Olympic downhill events.

But when the snows melt away to reveal the 
rich carpet of green below, it transforms into 
one of Canada’s prime golf destinations.

Golf development began in the early 1980s, 
when Arnold Palmer chose Whistler for his 
fi rst Canadian design – a scenic fl at track laced 
through mature cedars, winding creeks and 
lakes, lorded over by the resort’s twin peaks of 
Whistler and Blackcomb.

Arnie was followed by Jack Nicklaus, Robert 
Trent Jones Jr and Robert Cupp. Between 
them they have created a quartet of some of 
the fi nest golf in surroundings as beautiful as 

golfers will ever encounter. Three are in Whis-
tler while Big Sky is 25 minutes away near 
Pemberton.

The daddy of them all is just a lob wedge 
from the resort village. Flat it may be, but you 
are left in no doubt about its mountain setting. 
Golfers choosing to walk – and they are posi-
tively encouraged to – can rent a natty trolley 
with giant mountain bike wheels and handy 
metal basket.

Bear-proof bins by tee boxes underline the 
richness of Whistler’s wildlife. Coyotes and 
beavers are among other species resident here.

At the 6,908-yard Nicklaus North, signs 
tell you all about the area’s black bears. Even 
the tee markers are bear-shaped. As opposed to 
my round, which went pear-shaped the mo-
ment my fi rst drive submarined into the lake in 

Whistler

“Golfers choosing to walk can 
rent a natty trolley with giant 
mountain bike wheels and 
handy metal basket”

Nicklaus North: Bear 

country, Black and 

Golden varieties
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front of the 1st tee. Jack must have been like a 
bear with a sore head when he designed that 
unfriendly little feature.

In the 10 years since it opened the course has 
been showered with plaudits; Best New Cana-
dian Course and 9th Best Course in Canada to 
name a couple. It ha also hosted Canada’s big-
money Skins Game twice, in 1997 and 2005. 
Jack took part in both.

Such is his affi nity with the course it is the 
only design to sport his name. Sculpted green-
side bunkers are a feature throughout, 
particularly on the photogenic par-3 12th, 
where the mountains are mirrored in the lake 
skirting its green.

Big Sky’s 360-degree mountain vista is 
dominated by the dark, craggy slopes of 
Mount Currie, which rises up dramatically to 
8,300ft directly behind the 1st green.

The mountain trollies are here too, although 
the only hills are the subtle fairway undulations 
added by Cupp. The main hazard at Big Sky is 
water. I fell foul of the agua at the appropriate-
ly-named 16th, Deep Breath, but birdied the 
stroke index one par-5 4th, Purgatory. Heaven, 
more like. And a massive fi ve-pointer on the 
Stableford index. Shame it was strokeplay. 
Even more so that my playing partner suddenly 
found form and shot one over par gross on the 
back nine.

Trent Jones Jr’s masterful Chateau Whistler, 
opened in 1993, does feature elevation changes 
– 400ft of them as it climbs, traverses and de-
scends the side of Blackcomb Mountain. 

Exposed rock faces, ledges, ravines, waterfalls 
and alpine lakes all play their part in making 
this an uplifting experience to play. You cer-
tainly need plenty of lift for the fi rst few holes, 
which march up the mountainside. The view 
down from the upper levels over Whistler re-
sort and the striking Fairmont Chateau 
Whistler hotel, to which the course is affi liated, 
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 WHERE TO PLAY

Chateau Whistler Golf Club
6,635 yards, par 72
C$225 (approx £107); free to 
Chateau Whistler guests
Contact: 00-1-877-938-2092
chateauwhistlergolfclub.com
Mountain golf par excellence on 
fairways carved out of the slopes

Whistler Golf Club
6,397 yards, par 72
C$99-C$159 (approx £47-£75)
Contact: 00-1-604-932-3280
whistlergolf.com
Arnold Palmer classic which 
started it all in Whistler 20 years 
ago

Nicklaus North
6,908 yards, par 71
C$85-C$210 (approx £40-£100)
Contact: 00-1-604-938-9898
golfbc.com
Jack liked it so much it’s the only 
course which bears his name

Big Sky Golf & Country Club
7,001 yards, par 72
C$74-C$159 (approx £35-£75)
Contact: 00-1-604-894-6106
bigskygolf.com
Big mountains dominate this top 
track in every direction

 WHERE TO STAY

Fairmont Chateau Whistler
Contact: 00-1-604-691-1991
fairmont.com/waterfront

Whistler Village Resort
Contact: 00-1-604-932-1982
whistlervillageresort.com

Chateau Whistler, a Trent 

Jones Jr wonder carved out 

of Blackcomb Mountain 

Big Sky, a fl at course amid soaring majesty           
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES

� Take the kids golfi ng with you. 
Whistler’s courses have junior tees 
and allow youngsters aged 10-18 to 
play free all season long when 
accompanying a paying adult.
� Take a guided bear-watching 
tour with a local expert to spot 
Whistler’s black bears after they 
emerge from their winter 
hibernation to forage.
� Soak in the mountain views and 
swim or picnic along the shores of 
one of Whistler’s fi ve sparkling 
lakes.
� Glacier walks on Whistler 
Mountain cater for families with 
kids eight and older. Or get kitted 
out in boots, crampons, harness 
and rope on a glacier hike, for 
over-12s.

GETTING THERE

Whistler is a two-hour drive from 
Vancouver. You can rent a car, get a 
bus direct from Vancouver Airport 
and city hotels with Perimeter 
Whistler Express (perimeterbus.
com/express; 00-1-604-266-
5386), or take a fl oatplane from 
Vancouver’s harbour with Whistler 
Air (whistlerair.ca; 00-1-604-932-
6615). May 2006 sees the start of a 
scenic three-hour Rocky 
Mountaineer train journey from 
Vancouver, and a two-day trip from 
Whistler to Jasper 
(whistlermountaineer.com, 
00-1-604-606-7245)

KEY ATTRACTIONS

� The Whistler Mountain Gondola 
takes 20 minutes to reach the peak 
and runs from June to October for 
sightseeing. The mountain-top 
Roundhouse Lodge even offers 
alpine yoga classes.
� Take a hike – neighbouring 
Garibaldi Provincial Park covers 
nearly 500,000 acres and offers a 
multitude of day hikes to lakes, 
mountains and an old volcano. Or 
walk the 30 miles of hiking trails on 
Whistler Mountain.
� On yer bike – get saddle-sore on 
Whistler Valley’s 72 miles of 
maintained double and single cycle 
tracks.
� Enjoy après-golf at the resort’s 
90-plus restaurants and bars, and 
shop for souvenirs at more than 
200 stores.

GENERAL INFO

Time difference: GMT -8
Tourist Information: 
tourismwhistler.com; www.hellobc.
co.uk
Tel: 00-1-604-664-5625; 0906-
871-5000 (60p per minute)
Climate: Whistler is a year-round 
resort with lots of snow in winter 
but temperatures picking up 
quickly in spring, reaching 27°C in 
July and August. Golf courses 
generally open from early May to 
mid October. 

WHISTLER FACTS

� You can ski and golf on the same 
day. The golf season starts in early 
May while the ski season runs until 
early June and glacier skiing is 
possible into August.
� The permanent population of 
10,000 residents is augmented by 
4,000 seasonal workers and two 
million annual visitors, 54% of 
them in summer.
� Whistler will host the alpine 
events during the Vancouver 
Winter Olympics in 2010.
� Originally called London 
Mountain by the British naval 
offi cers who surveyed it in the 
1860s, Whistler Mountain’s present 
name derives from the loud 
whistling sound made by its 
indigenous marmots.
� An average 14ft of snow falls on 
Whistler Valley each winter, and 
30ft on the mountains.

is worth the exertions, though. The beautiful, 
signature par-3 8th tests both your nerve and 
aim. A rough granite outcrop parries shots 
fractionally too far right and a lake gobbles up 
anything marginally left. Par here feels like a 
birdie every time.

The course’s mountain setting is a wildlife 
haven. Environmentally-sensitive areas have 
been left as fl ora and fauna habitats, earning 
the course plaudits, as well as an Audubon Co-
operative Sanctuary certifi cation.

The fi nishing two holes cap a great course. 
The 17th is a good driving par-4 with lots of 
danger approaching the green. The par-5 18th 
needs more caution off the tee, then sets up an 
inviting approach over a lake which will appeal 
to the adventurous.

You can unwind from your day’s battles with 
après-golf in one of Whistler’s many bars. A 
lively resort winter and summer, it is fun, re-
laxed and positively buzzes at night.

Of my previous visits to Whistler, one – a 
fl oat plane day trip from Vancouver – is espe-
cially memorable. It was mid-May and my 
birthday, so I got to sit in the co-pilot’s seat of 
the ancient single-engine Beaver. We took off 
from Vancouver’s harbour and fl ew low over 
the coastal mountains and fjords to land on 
Green Lake, alongside Nicklaus North.

There was no time to play golf. Instead, we 
took a gondola ride to the mountain top, 
watching snowboarders carve turns in the still-
deep snow. 

Back down in the snow-less village it was 
shirtsleeves weather and the outside bars and 
cafes were crowded, snowboards and mountain 
bikes propped side by side against the decora-
tive stone walls. After some birthday bubbly in 
the late afternoon sun we watched golfers fi n-
ishing their round on Nicklaus North as the 
Beaver taxied across the lake for the return 
fl ight to the city. 

If we could have just squeezed in a quick 
nine holes it would have been the perfect day.

Sand bottles for divot marks are 

common in North America

Far more than a ski resort, 

Whistler is an outdoor paradise       

Nicklaus North: still bear country

Whistler Facts
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