Coastal South Carolina
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wards in coming forward about tmillion are golfers and they play more tha
golf. This fun and fast-growing seslfion rounds on its courses.

Capital of the World. and quality of golf but also because it
That's a pretty bold claim. But there aresifp@rb value. Green fees and accom

of America’s top 100 courses always inchatieigand self-catering options, nearly [,600
at least half a dozen from the area. restaurants, extensive recreation facilities, exu
While such lists may be subjective, the bt nightlife and wide, sandy beaches and it
tics speak for themselves. Of theistBhardto gure out why you'll never runjout
million-plus visitors who come to this faktun things to do in Myrtle Beach.
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Beyond the boundaries of Golftown US&m clubhouse stands tall over a 6,700ajdrdhome-made clam chowder cooked on a
itself, golf is sprinkled all along the Greadrse. Nine holes remain from the lagpah bre.
Strand, which runs from just across the benaléed by RobertWhite (the Prst president8adly one thing not in keeping with tradi-
in North Carolina down to serene PawleykdsPGA of America) with none other tkian is that you are not allowed to walk B unlike
land. Donald Ross as adviser. The club wasaalsmber of other courses in the area.

Myrtle Beach had its beginnings in 19&¥re American publishing institution Spof®If was slow to take off in MyrtleOs earl
with the construction of one of the mostikustrated was born in the 1940s, out @fags. Robert Trent Jones Sr came along i
travagant oceanfront resort hotels alongolbng getaway by Time Life executives. 1948 to fashion The Dunes from a former
mid-Atlantic coast, Ocean Forest Hotel. It wstemorabilia lines the clubhouse wallsdaed and wild turkey hunting ground which
accompanied by the Prst golf club. OrigithaleOs a strong feeling of tradition, but trtbeane a wartime aerial target range. The s
called the Ocean Forest Club, Pine Lfgkeslly Southern twist. When you arrive yeatare 13th hole is a glorious par-5 which arc
Country Club is affectionately known asdltibs are taken by caddymasters deckechauiral Singleton Lake and dares you to tak
Granddaddy today. Its stately, colonnadedi@iz gloves and Scottish tartan kilts whortghe large green in two. Its name, Waterloo,
you that the only time you handle your clubkiist as to what often happens if you do. The
while youCre playing with them. course hosted the annual Senior PGA Tou

In warm weather youOre treated to a n@hasagpionship from 1994 to 1999 and is ac-
b what we call BuckOs Fizz B as you rdauwieelged as one of AmericaOs best, golk
3rd tee. On cooler days you get hot choogtets. Lee Trevino describing it as Oone of t
They are served by the genial Perry OBlgeﬁmgChave ever playedO Although a priva
Bellamy, an eccentric club bxture whelan-it is possible to play it and walking is al-
nounces himself with his trademark ddabled. The greens have recently been resto
bark. Halfway round and a chef temptshydhe creatorOs son, Rees Jones.
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Another 12 years was to lapse until the next
course was built and the momentum then
picked up. But even 20 years ago Myrtle Beach
had less than 50 courses and was little more
than a small regional resort.

The choice for golfers now is mind-bog-
gling. You could spend three months playing
every day and you still wouldn't t in the 95
publicly accessible courses, and by that time
they might have added several more. There are
four courses alone at 2,377-acre Barefoot Re-
sort, all by top-name architects and all of which
allow walking. The quartet of Davis Love lll,
Greg Norman, Pete Dye and Tom Fazio con-
spire to dish up a veritable feast of exciting and
challenging golf to get your teeth into.

Love set out to create a visually striking lay-
out which is fun to play for any level of golfer
thanks to its wide landing areas. It's no push-
over at over 7,000 yards from the back, though.
And just for garnish he added the replica col-
umned ruins of an old plantation house,
sandwiched between the 4th and 6th greens.

The Fazio Course is slightly shorter and
uses sculpted bunkering, large waste areas and
water hazards for visual effect, notably on the
par-3 16th. Large waste areas and extensive use
of natural vegetation come into play on the
Norman Course, as does the Intracoaste _
terway which borders seven holes. Golfi %
these parts call the waterway the world’s Ic = %
water hazard. 5

The Intracoastal features heavily at bo
Grande Dunes and Arrowhead as well. Pla) at
the weekend and you'll see lots of expensve
boats being aunted by their rich owners
Though when | played Grande Dunes th:
sound of the speedboats and cruisers was
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WHERE TO STAY
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COASTAL SOUTH CAROLINA FACTS
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