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 WHERE TO PLAY
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T
hink of Daytona Beach and you 
might not, perhaps, bring golf to 
mind Þ rst of all. Chances are you 
would think of motor racing. Day-

tona International Speedway, unofÞ cially 
dubbed the ÒWorld Centre of RacingÓ, is 
home to racing events such as the world-fa-
mous Daytona 500.

Then thereÕs the beach itself, of course. 
Equally famous, for its surÞ ng and the fact 
that you can drive on it.

But this East Coast Florida beach destina-
tion also has driving of a rather different sort. 
Well over a dozen championship-standard 
courses dot the city and its environs, sporting 
the handiwork of Jack Nicklaus, Arnold 
Palmer, Donald Ross, Rees Jones, Gary Player 
and Arthur Hills among others. 

ItÕs also great value. Green fees are among 
the lowest anywhere in Florida, so playing a 
few rounds during your holiday wonÕt break 
the bank or put you in the doghouse.

Golf Daytona Beach is an alliance of area 
hotels and courses, offering visitors packages 
which allow them to combine a stay in the city 
with the opportunity to play some of its top 
golÞ ng facilities as well as visiting the areaÕs 
many attractions.

DaytonaÕs golÞ ng reputation was boosted in 
1989, when the Ladies Professional Golf As-
sociation relocated its headquarters there from 
Houston, Texas, in part for the resortÕs year-
round, golf-friendly climate.

Its home is the LPGA International, a huge 
complex with an extensive golf academy and 
double-end driving range, not to mention two 
designer-label courses Ð the Champions 
Course, crafted by Rees Jones in 1994, and the 
Legends, by Arthur Hills, which followed four 
years later. 

One US womenÕs golf magazine cites 
Champions as AmericaÕs most women-friendly 
course. It can be played from 7,088 yards off 
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the back to 5,131 off red. But this is no girlie 
set-up. Trust me. There are strong echoes of a 
Scottish links but in a Florida setting, testing 
you throughout with strategic mounding, 
marshes, cavernous bunkers and numerous 
lakes. Including one right in front of the Þ rst 
tee which gobbled up both my attempted 
drives Ð to derisive cries of ÒwhereÕs your 
handbag, Mildred?Ó from the gallery of fellow 
participants in a supposedly-friendly tourna-
ment. I nearly smudged my mascaraÉ

Water also factors on more than half of the 
Legends, a shade shorter than its sister but 
with tighter, tree-lined fairways and rolling 
greens. These are two tough dames, but as with 
any woman a thoughtful approach with un-
hurried, well-placed strokes pays off 
handsomely!

Just across FloridaÕs north-south coastal ar-
tery, Interstate 95, is Indigo Lakes Golf Club. 
This is the nearest 18-hole course to the 
Speedway, and when the NASCAR stock cars 
are in town you can hear the mighty roar of 
their engines as they thunder round the tri-oval 
circuit, especially on some of the closer holes. 
DonÕt let it put you off this excellent Lloyd 
Clifton creation, however. The sound of raw 
power unleashed might even lift your game.
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Daytona Beach Facts

Daytona Beach Golf Club is a slice of his-
tory going back to 1921. Its South Course is 
the original 18 holes designed by the legendary 
Donald Ross, and walking is allowed other 
than between November and April. Time has 
mellowed its challenge and there’s ample room 
for tee shots without clattering into its guard-
ing pines and oaks but approaches ask more 
searching questions. The North Course, a 
1946 design later reworked by Lloyd Clifton, 
is the more demanding and brings more water 
and contoured greens into the equation.

DeBary Golf & Country Club, off I4 to-
wards Orlando, was home to the 2005 US 
Open qualifying � nals and nestles among 
dense pine groves. On the way you pass the 
Ron Garl-designed Victoria Hills course, 
which opened to a fanfare of praise in 2002. 
Its fairways also weave through pines as well as 
tall oaks, spruced up by the addition of pot 
bunkers, waste bunkers and native wetland. 
Walking is allowed after 1pm.

North of Daytona, the Palm Coast offers 
90 holes of top golf. Matanzas Woods is a 
majestic Arnold Palmer and Ed Seay collabo-
ration. Nicknamed “a beautiful monster”, its 
large green complexes are reached via rolling 
fairways set among stands of pine, oak, cypress 
and palm trees, several lakes and a waterway.

Six holes of stunning coastal layout Ocean 
Hammock are right by the beach and pound-
ing surf, including the � nishing four. Its creator, 
Jack Nicklaus, called the quartet “The Bear’s 
Claw” and said they should be among golf ’s 
most memorable holes. From its tips, this 
beauty of a beast measures 7,201 yards and has 
a slope rating of 147. Throw in a gusty Atlan-
tic wind and you could well walk off feeling 
mauled. You certainly won’t forget that.

From its racing cars to wildlife including 
manatees and turtles and from high-energy 
nightclubs to � orida’s tallest lighthouse, Day-
tona Beach has many other options for 
holidaymakers worth lingering over. 

And if you don’t know Daytona’s golf, it’s 
about time you discovered it.
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