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The Lodge is less than ve years old but its
private club ambience suggests it has beenthere

and many colleagues have worked at Se|
for 40 years or more. The rest of the club
echoes the theme, with dark oak panelli

room full of reminders of the great go

since it opened.
Abarrierisland off Georgia’s coast, hal
between Florida and Southern belle Sav,
Sea Island and its neighbours, St Sima
land, Little St Simons Island and Jekyll Is
are known collectively as The Golden Islég
The name is said to refer to the coastal
grasses which shimmer and glint in the Wwifé
although some say it was for the Spanish ex-
plorers who came in search of gold. It could A A
equally well be a reference to the rich legatihef Plantation Nine, rst laid out in 19%¢
those who helped develop the islands as &iagiéhs Retreat Nine. Remodelled in 199
of leisure and golf. Rees Jones, it has a parkland layout t
Sea Island is famous for its Spanistaraient live oaks, lakes and ower beds.
voured Cloister hotel, by celebrated archifBiee Retreat Course is the work of ho
Addison Mizner. For three days in mid-dowa hero Love and is the longest of the t
2004, this normally-tranquil island resortevas 7,100 yards, yet is still eminently pla
the focal point of global attention whenlifi¢he casual golfer.
world’s most powerful and in uential politidekyll Island can claim an even more il
cians gathered for the annual ous past. It was bought ag
G8 summit. George W, was hunting retreat for $125,00

following in his president:
ther’s footsteps, as Bust:
honeymooned at the Ck
with wife Barbara in 194

in 1886 by some of Americg
wealthiest men, among th¢
JP Morgan, Joseph Pulitzi
William Rockefeller and Corg

turning in 1991 shortly -
the rst Gulf War.

The Lodge provides a-
rious home from home-
on the doorstep of Sea I
three 18-hole courses, w
rooms and suites costing
$1,000 a night immed
above the clubhouse. C

nelius Vanderbilt. They had
60-room clubhouse built the
following year and added wa-
terfront “cottages” the size of
mansions, taking their yachts
down from New York to stay
for a couple of months each
winter. The clubhouse is now

the Jekyll Island Club Hotel
each evening, a lone pi and the area around it, inck_
ments the passing of a ing the cottages, a Nationa
day. Historic Landmark dubbed “MillionairesAll three use the lakes, marshes and wooc
White-uniformed caddies and high sewiizge”. lands dripping with moss to create a natura
levels are an enduring tradition at Sea Isldgld)/ll's rst golf course was built in 18@8] in harmony with the surroundings. Pre-
Golf Club. Once four separate nines, theyahatiger two added in 1909. In 1926, leadiiey course Pine Lakes underwent majo
been transformed into three top 18-lwdlerse designer “Old Man”Walter Travis rgasvation in 2002, including the addition of
courses. commissioned by Rockefeller and his ridardédy tee boxes so children can play alongsic
The par-70 Seaside Course began lifekylthisland Club buddies to create the thegt parents.
1920s as two separate nines, one of thesoutse money could buy. History is also much in evidence at St Si-
Seaside Nine described by the immortal Bobbg resulting nine-hole course, Greahs Island’s King and Prince Beach & Goll
Jones as “one of the best nine holes IVBuawes, is still there today and has been rdRéesead, which originally opened in 1935 as &
seen.” The revised Tom Fazio layout is albaels-to its original condition. Another thdeace club. The beachfront resort owns the
terpiece of manicured fairways and greeri8dmote courses have since been added, negkingHampton Club course, on the site of ¢
canvas of sand dunes, natural grasses, dgkykhmgland the largest public golf facilifgrimer 18th Century cotton and rice planta-
cedars framed by the salt marshes of St Simorgga with 63 holes. tion. The course is one of the area’s mos
Sound. Davis Love Ill says Fazio turned “I8e rst of the other three courses, the Dekutiful, architect Joe Lee using a string o
holes that didnt match into 18 matchléflson-designed Oleander, was addeiihyirislets to create a signature cluster of fou
holes.” 1964. It was followed by Wilson's Pine Lakesning holes amid the golden marsh grass
The Plantation Course evolved from a bieh868 and Joe Lee’s Indian Mound in 1@¢gessed by elevated golf cart bridges.
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