Mississippi

Mississipp

irthplace of the Blues and Elvis Presley, Mishissipeen hitting all the right ~ =
notes for its burgeoning golf industry. That tildkesarrival of an unwelcome
and unruly visitor in late August of 2005. Huriatrina pounded the Mis-
sissippi coast with a force so destructivevat@lto the thriving Gulf Coast ~ ™=
towns of Biloxi and Gulfport and many smaller atiesadpart from the tragic human
toll, the storm smashed the lifeblood tourisnrynalomg the coast, including its nu- =%
merous casino resorts and golf courses.
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Yet as the monumental task of cleanirg
in the wake of Katrina got under way, the S
tourism bosses af rmed their determinati

WHERE TO PLAY

helped by a US government federal aid
age.

And while that could take many month<gth:
message is that the rest of the state is ver§gy
open for business and ready to lay on a,.Deep
South welcome like never before for visit@ig,.~

Despite its ferocity, the brunt of Katri
effects was limited to the coastal strip.

Within three days of its landfall, Timber
Golf Club in Hattiesburg, 70 miles inlang
Gulfport, had opened its driving range,
course owner Ron Hickman saying thg
hole course had come through in good
other than the loss of a few trees and
reopen 18 holes within a couple of week;

Of Mississippi’s 150 golf courses, the
jority are well away from the coast. The
measures nearly 350 miles from north to @
and more than 160 miles across, spannifig"ve t&& &
distinct and diverse regions with the Missis- WO @
sippi River forming its western boundary.include several other gems such as the heavily(— K

It may not have the quantity of coursescasled Quail Hollow course by Arthur Hill
other states but the quality, challenge anahwercy Quin State Park, near McComb. The !
ety of its golf product has been attraclamk Nicklaus-designed Annandale Country
golfers in ever-growing numbers, to the @it in Jackson hosts the PGA Tour's South- )
where it has been named America’s fastesiarm Bureau Classic each autumn, but is

. - A h (% &
growing new gol ng destination in reganate.
years. Casino townTunica, in the north-west Delta !

For a “new” gol ng destination it has quikegion, is just 30 minutes south of Memphis.
history in the game. The Gulf Coast bégzart from its nine casinos it features three top
welcoming golfers nearly 100 years agadtmses including trail member River Bend
rst nine holes of Gulfport's Great Southeinks, a Scottish links-style design with
Club, the oldest course in the state, weteidgs, bumps and pot bunkers. Itis right by , )
signed by the great Donald Ross and bwitarof Tunica’s casino resorts. Grand Casino’s
1908 with oyster tee boxes and sand gre€@wttonwoods Golf Club, by Hale Irwin, also

A century on and courses throughout bffers a taste of Scotland, alongside America’s
sissippi bear the hallmarks of some of thialgesit casino complex with 3,000 slot ma- )
modern-day designers in the business.

The state-wide Magnolia Golf Trail featyres ______ _ ) _ |
11 inland courses at which golfers can Jéi : ; - : —
to 50% off green fees using the Magrilia
Golf Trail Player’s Card, costing $49.95.

Timberton, designed by Mark McCum
and ranked in the state’s top 10, is al
courses on the trail. Hattiesburg’s other c(
include Canebrake Golf Club by Jerry
whichGolf Digesties among Mississippi's
three courses and which has ve sets g
measuring from 5,129 yards to 7,003 yar

In the Capital/River Region in the sou
west, historic Mississippi River town Natg
has the golf trail's Beau Pre Country Clul
oldest settlement on the river, Natchez i
in stately antebellum homes, many no
verted into stylish B&B inns. There are
trail-member courses near capital Jack
dogwood-lined Patrick Farms; Caroline
around Lake Caroline; and Ron Garl's pz
Whisper Lake. Non-trail courses in this refl
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chines and 100 gaming tables. The third gourse
is the Mark McCumber-designed Tunica [Na-
tional, a new $12 million public golf club
featuring extensive practice and instructi
cilities and tennis courts.
The Delta Region is where the cotton Pelds
and juke joints gave birth to the Blues,| and
where exponents including Muddy Waters and
BB King grew up and helped give the| genre
worldwide acclaim. You can trace the musical
heritage along the Blues Highway, Route 61,
and stop off at Clarksdale to take in the [Delta
Blues Museum.
The most-visited tourist stop in Mississip-
piOs north-eastern Hills Region _is Tuipelo,
where Elvis was born. The KingOs twQg-bed-
room house and next-door chapel and myseum
are open for tours. Nearby courses inclyde the
Natchez Trace Golf Club, just off the s¢enic
Natchez Trace Parkway, and Magnolig [Trail
course Big Oaks, which has generous fajrways
large greens and some of the regionOs Iest pre

Mallard Pointe, is a 7,000-plus yard challenge
in John Kyle State Park with spectacular lake
views, forced carries and narrow fairways. Au-
tumn 2005 saw the opening of the late ~1
park track, the Hugh White State Park cgurse
in Grenada.

Five courses are in DeSoto County, four of
them in the city of Olive Branch by the[Ten-

Woods, part of a resort originally HolidayOs
InnOs worldwide training HQ.

MississippiOs eastern Pines Region does no
have any Magnolia Trail member courses, but
there are three must-plays. OldWaverly inWest
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other two stunners at Pearl River Resort’s
Dancing Rabbit Golf Club on a Choctaw In-
dian reservation near Philadephia. Not the
cartoon cat and mouse, but Tom Fazio and
Jerry Pate. Their Azaleas and Oaks courses
both top 7,000 yards and with their waterfalls,
meandering streams and contoured fairways
are regarded as modern classics.

As for the two dozen or so Gulf Coast
courses, among them Arnold Palmer's The
Bridges at Casino Magic and Bear Landing by
Jack Nicklaus, Mississippi Division of Tour-
ism UK representative David Nicholson says
they will reopen.

“There’s no question the golf courses will be
rebuilt and the area will be back, bigger and
better than it was,” he insists. “The rest of the
South is open and functioning as normal and
we need your business more than ever.”
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