easiyve iron towardhip-standard courses in scenic settings frover\istexad and
ee it circling staelpine trees alondancouver on its west coast, where some yopesesibtzar and
the distance, the snow-cappElQiyitains loom even palm trees Rourish, to the craggy mbuB@DssKnotenay
‘stark contrast to the rich blue sky amtdfa@vdays. Rockies, where dramatic views and heart-staggpint) tzave you
This is golf, British Columbia-style B whemeeaglad birdieson a natural high. N
beckon. CanadaOs western-most province naigitetit spring to  And in between thereOs golf on and arouns! difidistypsum-
mind as a golbng destination, but it is avgalienand just waitingner and winter mountain resort Whistler, asanaingsarid
to be discovered by British golfers. Wordyisoalrea@ was desertscapes, through orchards and vineyhiale s
named Undiscovered Golf Destination of thglgeaf ggif on forest-clad hills in the central Thompsore@kagim.
tourism industry association IAGTO (the IntelfsgETia- Join us as on a tour through the mountairakesensg-
tion of Golf Tour Operators) in its annual an200d i = palm trees of British ColumbiaOs spectaoulaegolf ¢
ItisnOt hard to see why, either. There aué(dmamion-canada It might just surprise you.
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ISland

Canada is not all about Mounties and kibardiarbour, others taxiing in sedately afte

Vancouver Island, on the western extreraading on the clear water.

British Columbia, is the only place in Canadext day | played two of Vancouver Island’s

where palm trees grow. Warm ocean currbass, @urses. Bear Mountain threads throug

maritime climate and a rain shadow cast ptided hills 20 minutes outside Victoria. Its

Olympic Mountains, in America’s nearhyne derives not so much from the wildlife

Washington State, mean you can play attgmanon throughout this pristine island as to

in provincial capital Victoria. its co-designer — Jack Nicklaus, who created
OK, we'e not talking the Med, but snowitk son Steve.

rarer here than in London; winters are temjigar Mountain bizarrely has 19 holes on its

ate and the summers lovely and warm. scorecard. Prior to its 2003 opening Jack
An early-afternoon arrival via Vancouverdaled an extra par 3 hole on a ridge betwee

lowed time to check out Victoria after chedkiad 2 green and"1tee with glorious views

in to the grand Fairmont Empress overloaKik@ctoria, reasoning that it would make a fun

its bustling inner harbour. hole for a friendly gamble. It's certainlyga respit
I joined the weekend perambulators peftgs-the uphill slog of the The extra hole

ing native Indian (called First Nation doesn't count towards scores or form part of

Canada) craft stalls in front of the statelytRai?,212-yard of cial length.

liament building. Jugglers entertained croviitie 65-room Westin Bear Mountain Vic-

by the water's edge while occasional oat aiadResort & Spa gains another 91 rooms a

revved up like crazed wasps to take off gemtrof a six-storey clubhouse in May 2006,
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and a second Nicklaus course and golf aglde-And | had three in a row.
my follow in 2007. | fared better at nearby Olympic View. Part
The course is a beauty with bite. Tee sifidkee GolfBC chain of courses, it is just as vi-
are daunting, yet with deceptively-gensualiy stunning, if somewhat shorter and less
landing areas. Th&H4s an island green, batimidating. Tee off from the back off the 1
hind which a waterfall tumbles down a slopeledand you enjoy the vista which gave the
thoughtful touch for hapless hackers like ohghists moniker — the snow-clad peak of Mt
a bubblegum machine by the tee dispedlingpus rising majestically dead ahead.
extra balls for a “Toonie” each, as C$2 coidlympic View is no pushover. Thes B2
are affectionately known. picturesque but lethal par 4 with a narrow fair-
Jetlag wrecked a good start and my cakayestrip between a ribbon lake and trees,
sembled a snowman convention by the tafimaxing with an approach over the lake. The
snowman, as any Canadian golfer knowsggtaa monster 595-yard par 5, requires a drive
over treetops from another elevated tee and
FIm————————— precision to neggotiate a tight, kinked fairway.
The signature1ole has silvery cascades
of water streaming over a tree-festooned rock
outcrop behind the green. The terraced club-
house bar is great for taking in sunset beyond
the Olympic mountains or the soaring bald
eagles, whose shrill calls often stab the air.

WHERE TO PLAY

HE% & &$
@)

## $%!"

* %

WHERE TO STAY

* %

% I"&
!

"&
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Vancouver Island has over a century of %

shoreline at Oak Bay is Canada’s oldest golf
course still on its original site, opening in 1893.
It's private, but Gold service guests at the Fair-

mont Empress can play there, as can Oak Bay g
Beach Hotel guests. $ %
With more than 40 courses, you're spoiled & ¢

for choice. Other clubs near Victoria includ@(# &  +

Arbutus Ridge, overlooking the Southern (¥

Gulf Islands. Like GolfBC sister Olympig ' . 1
View, it is by Bill Robinson. "y

Les Furber’s highly-acclaimed Morningstar  $
International is less than two hours fromVig-  ® L) ("

toria, on the central east coast. August 20 g

sees the opening of Greg Norman's CIiffs; sy y i #
Over Maple Bay in the Cowichan Valley, an & $
hour north of Victoria. $

Golf aside, beautiful Victoria is worth ex=
ploring by day and night. A blaze of oral e s
colour in spring and summer, its gardens greg, -
big attraction. At night, its harbour-side build-
ings dazzle. $ $

The island has tremendous sea angling and 3
freshwater lake and river shing, plus hiking, - ® '
cycling, kayaking, sailing and scuba divjng, /
while its rich First Nation heritage is evidentig s
museums, historic sites and local communities. s
You can take boat trips to view seals, sea lions,
dolphins, grey whales and killer whales, take $
guided trips into wilderness areas to see bed§ 7 *®
and other wildlife, go bird watching or even

ing history. The Victoria Golf Club on the I ncouver ISIand FaCtS

snorkel with salmon.

course, a oatplane or helicopter ight from
Victoria back to Vancouver to end your visk &/
will give you a birds’ eye view of this spectaﬁu-

lar coastal region.

And while you may not getan eagle onagalf, & $

++ 65!

&&&$

)
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. #
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