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~ sightseeing boat was slowly cruising
around in circles just offshore as my
local golPng partner and | teed off.
Reaching the coconut palm-fringed
green he explained that it was a whale-watchi
cruise boat looking out for humpbacks.
OCan you see them from the course?O | as
hopefully while lining up my putt. Sure, he re-
plied, although it was now mid-April and there
were fewer around. But in the peak months o
December to March they often spouted and
surfaced in full view, he explained.




Hawal‘i

“Like that, you mean?” | ventured, seeldgveai‘i. During the 1991 LPGA Women'sdow about a round high up on an agtive
sudden burst of spray erupt from the w&benper Open on Wailea’s Blue Course, salo@®o, or on rainforest-clad slopes of razor-
when | looked up from my putt. He didplayers were warned for slow play becaublkeshmaks with carries over yawning chasms?
need to answer, as the giant whale had akegjolyd to watch cavorting whales. Maybe a game with the world's largest moun-
surfaced. We just stood and watched, awe-play golf in Hawali'i is like playing rtain, measured from its ocean- oor base|to its
struck, until it arched its back and slidere else inthe world. That same hole wieak: las the backdrop?
gracefully back below the blue waters. Gsdferthe whale has an ancient lava rock wakat there’s nothing like a game in the {lush
on adjacent holes were doing exactly theisgnthe fairway. The lush fairways andoundings of Kaua'i where they Imed the
even after its tail ukes had disappeared. slick greens of a number of courses arerag@8outh Pawifith more than 80 coursgs
We were playing the Gold Course at Wéilgaugh rugged lava ows —true rough in @vétgwai‘i, spread throughout the six main is-
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Golf Club, on Mau'i, but | could have haskase. Some holes not only call for shotaasterand all offering heavenly golf, this really
similar experience on many other courgagged lava, but over foaming ocean as welgol ng in the garden of the gods.
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O‘ahu
O‘ahu is home to the Hawai gy,

capital, Honolulu, and evoca
crescent-shaped Waikiki Be
topped by Diamond Head.

This is the island where sur
was born and where the world*
come to ride the waves. It alst
more golf courses than the ¢
islands, at more than 40 out of
80-plus across the archipel
Golf rst arrived on O'ahu in t
mid-1890s, when missionarie:
recorded as playing on a mak
course. The rst proper course
day’'s Moanalua Country Club,
builtin 1898.

O'ahu’s newest course, k
Kunia Country Club, opened
spring 2003. Its mountain-top
cation gives golfers views over
Harbor and Honolulu. Seve
other courses are also nearthe !l # $
tal, Akiro Sato’s Pearl Cour
Club and Ted Robinson’s Wail
Golf Club both overlooking Pe
Harbor. The 27-hole Hawe
Prince Golf Club, co-designec % & ' (™
Arnold Palmer, is a partner fac (
to Waikiki's Hawai‘i Prince Hot ) '** * X
and open to non-residents. C (

Creek, arecent addition, featur 4 », |
man-made coral lakes and an | !
green while Kapolei has hoste

Ladies’ Hawai‘ian Open. # !

Makaha Reso_rt Golf Club,
the west coast, is one of Haw
most beautiful courses, its fair . -
and greenstowered overby 1, |, 4 ¢
volcanic cliffs.

Ko'olau, just 20 minutes no
of Waikiki, claims to be the wor
most challenging course, witl
unof cial and tortuous slope rat
of 162 from its 7,310-yard ftif
the of cial USGA maximum be
155.The course spans three cl
zones as it cuts through 280 ¢
of tropical forest below the 2,0(
Ko'olau peaks and golfers rnust
carry more than a dozen ravines.

## | #

The Ko'olau Mountains also dominate ® Big Island
and Perry Dye’s nearby 6,595-yard L y ° Of cially called the island of Hawai‘i but
Hills Country Club, in the Maunawili Vall ® known by everyone as the Big Island, it style
and the 6,304-yard Olomana Golf Links. ' itself as the Golf Capital of Hawai'i for its
Ko Olina Golf Club, on O‘ahu’s southw (+) °q abundance of top-class facilities.
tip, is part of a major resort developmen ‘o Here, golfers’White Hot putters will feel at
architect Ted Robinson includes many o home when they play 4,000ft up on the rim of
trademark waterscape features in its des 5 L4 Kilauae, the world’s most active volcano. Th
Turtle Bay Country Club is named afte| semi-private, 6,547-yard Volcano Golf &
island’s northernmost bay where green s Country Club is within the Hawai'‘i Volcanoes
tles gather each year and is the only golf | \ [} National Park and rst opened in 1920.
with two courses. But when Robert Trent Jones Sr laid out the
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KAUA'|
WHERE TO PLAY
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MAU'|
WHERE TO PLAY
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LANAT/MOLOKA'
WHERE TO PLAY
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WHERE TO STAY

The Challenge at Manele is a Jack Nicklau:
ot de force set on the cliffs of the island’s
5 thern coast, and offers target golf amid lay
cuicrops, ravines and lush natural plant life.

Greg Norman's magni cent 7,014-yard Ex-
perience at Koele features stunning mountai
o iis upland setting vistas to neighbouring
Mau‘i and Moloka'i. The highlight of the
caurse is the spectacular par-3 8th hole, whic
dr.zs 250ft from the tee to a green cupped in
fzrasted valley. Such is its visual splendour th
the tagline for the course is: “Why even bothe
keeping score?” Why indeed.

\Violoka'i

Thiz least-developed of Hawai'i's islands, yol
writ nd any traf ¢ lights on Moloka'i but
ihera are two golf courses to enjoy.

The Ted Robinson-designed Kaluakoi Golf
Cruurse, arecently-renovated par-72 resort la
out on 165 acres at the west end of the islanc
is near Hawai'i's largest white-sand beach. De
quail, partridge and wild turkeys roam its fair-
wayo 3nd each hole offers spectacular views
tre Paci ¢ and neighbouring O‘ahu.

Nine-hole Ironwood Hills Golf Club,
1.,200ft up in the island’s central highlands,
was built for the Del Monte Corporation
pineapple plantation workers in 1928. It has
1o tee times or golf pros but its narrow, uphill
fairways and tiny greens are a stiff test.
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Hawai'i

23 flights over par.
And proud of it.
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With convenient connections from the UK, American Airlines can take you anywhere in America. American flies to thq

US from London, Manchester and Glasgow up to 23 times every day, including up to six flights a day from London

Heathrow to New York JFK. And once you reach America, the entire country — and continent — is just one flight away.

u n u ®
For reservations and information, visit www.americanairlines.co.uk. AmerlcanAlrllneS

www.americanairlines.co.uk
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