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WINNERS OF THE FIRST TRAVEL PRESS AWARDS ANNOUNCED
The best in travel writing, photography and broadcasting were honoured at the inaugural Travel Press Awards, held at the Courthouse Doubletree Hotel in London last night. Attended by a discerning audience of top travel writers and journalists, broadcasters, photographers, editors and senior members of the UK travel industry, this prestigious event also awarded two special awards to the travel industry judged exclusively by the travel writers.

Creators of the awards, Kingley Event Management recruited the services of a group of senior travel industry executives and senior travel editors to judge an overwhelming 500 plus nominations and entries, ranging from national newspapers, consumer and trade titles, online travel titles, travel guide books and both television and radio programmes. 
Michael East, Kingley Event Management said: “The media are hugely important to the travel industry, but until now not enough recognition has been given by the industry to the many exceptional writers and broadcasters who specialise in the sector. The Travel Press Awards have received tremendous support from the industry as witnessed from all of the judges and sponsors who have supported the awards.”
Winners of the Travel Press Awards 2009 are:
The Award for Outstanding Contribution: This award recognises five individuals who have achieved the utmost excellence in their contributions as travel writers, photographers or broadcasters judged by the leading figures in the world of PR and travel.
1) Roger Bray – One of the UK’s longest serving travel journalists, Roger started out as a travel and aviation correspondent before becoming travel editor of the Evening Standard and a news commentator on the BBC Holiday Programme. Specialising in skiing and hiking Roger now freelances for various publications.
2) Nigel Coombs – Best known for the Saturday morning BBC Radio 4 programme Breakaway, Nigel was launch travel editor of the BBC Breakfast Time and edited Travel Trade Gazette for over 20 years. 

3) John Carter - A freelance travel journalist and presenter for many years, John worked on the BBC’s Holiday programme and went on to present Thames Television’s travel programme Wish You Were Here…?. Since then he has made many contributions to BBC radio and national newspapers and is widely acknowledged as one of travel’s most experienced and respected commentators.

4) Peter Hughes – Peter was the founding editor of the Thames Television’s travel programme Wish You Were Here…?. Originally a journalist for regional newspapers in East Anglia, he spent 20 years in television before returning to full time writing where he has since contributed to nearly every national newspaper. Peter is also an active supporter of responsible tourism.
5) David Wickers – David was the first Chief Travel Correspondent of the Sunday Times (1988 – 2003), and is currently Travel Editor of Good Housekeeping as well as a busy freelance travel journalist contributing to the Express, Mail and many other national newspapers.
Travel Publication of the Year
Travel Trade Publication: The Business Travel Magazine – The judges were very impressed with the easy on the eye design of the magazine, resulting in it being easy to read, with well targeted editorial content of both value and interest to the reader.

Consumer Travel Publication: Lonely Planet Magazine – Lonely Planet reflected excellent content, a neat and clean layout, appealing photographs and an excellent blend of destinations in both the UK and overseas.
Travel Online Publication: Telegraph.co.uk/travel – The Telegraph’s online publication focused on the excellent and hugely comprehensive mix of destination information ranging from budget to top end luxury; it is well organised, easy to navigate and in all a great online publication.

Travel Journalist of the Year

Travel Broadcast Journalist: Amanda Hudson for her programme on Utah, The Travel Channel – The judges commented that Amanda’s show was compelling and full of valuable facts about the destination.

Travel Trade Journalist: Andy Hoskins, BMI Publications – Whether writing vibrant articles on long haul destinations or in-depth business travel features the judges were hugely impressed by Andy’s style and quality of writing.

Consumer Travel Journalist: Sanka Guha, freelance and Charles Starmer-Smith, Daily Telegraph – judges decided that both of these leading travel writers warranted the recognition of Consumer Travel Journalist of the Year.

Travel Guide Book of the Year

Travel Guide Book: Rough Guides East Coast Australia – The judges thought the guide book was 680 pages of upbeat, inspiring content packed with thoughtfully researched recommendations.

Narrative Travel Book: Stephen Fry in America – Judges commented that the book was witty and full of anecdote; the author perfectly demonstrates what makes the USA so unique, so diverse and so very American; and it is a great read for anyone travelling to the States.
Travel Photographer of the Year: Peter Ellegard – From feluccas on the Nile to reed flute caves in Guilin China, Peter’s photography caught the hearts and imagination of the judges with his quite stunning pictures being full of evocative imagery, and both striking and arresting images.

Travel Broadcast Programme of the Year: 48hrs in Rio independent.co.uk/travel – The judges notes included comments such as dynamic, infectious and energetic…a great source of information on the destination and having watched the programme they all wanted to go!

Travel Feature of the Year

Travel Trade Feature: Tom Vaughan, ‘Blanc on Blanc’ in Caterer and Hotelkeeper – Tom’s feature, based on world-famous chef Raymond Blanc, was inspiring, incredible informed and emotional and left the judges feeling as though they knew the man.

Consumer Travel Feature: Paul Bloomfield, ‘Tea Time for the Soul’ in Wanderlust – Judges commented that Paul’s feature on the Indian Himalayas showed a down to earth but effortless style of writing.
Travel Editors Green Award of the Year: Greentraveller.co.uk – The site is appealing, approachable and informative reflecting that conscience and commitment within tourism can also be profitable.
Travel Journalists’ Award for the UK Travel Website of the Year: Selectiveasia.com – Selective Asia was recognised by judges as a stylish website with personality, providing the user with in-depth and inspirational information on South East Asia.
Young Travel Journalist of the Year: Alex Dalzell, freelance – An award recognising talent amongst writers under the age of 25, Alex stood out to the judges with some excellent submissions ranging from Chile to Croatia; the judges loved his ability to really develop a vivid sense of place when writing.
For more information please visit http://www.kingley.co.uk/ 

· ENDS –

Notes to Editors:

The Travel Press Awards was sponsored by:

Principal sponsors – Kenya Tourist Board, Travelzoo and Courthouse Doubletree by Hilton

Category sponsors – Lowcostholidays.com, World Travel Market and the Philadelphia Convention & Visitors Bureau

Friends of the Travel Press Awards – Ibiza Tourist Board and In Liguria

Judging Panel

 The judges of the 2009 Travel Press Awards include; Steve Allen, Managing Director, Wexas; Dermot Blastland, Managing Director, TUI, UK and Ireland; Steve Byrne, Managing Director, Travel Counsellors; Richard Carrick, Chief Executive Officer, Hoseasons; Barbara Cassani, Chairman Jurys Inns; Alun Cathcart, Chairman, Avis Europe; Litsa Constantinou , Managing Director Inghams; Ian Derbyshire, Chief Executive Officer – Independent Travel Thomas Cook, UK and Ireland; Nick Grandvoinet, Vice President for Sales Intercontinental Hotels Group; Mike Greenacre, Managing Director, The Co-operative Travel, Emma Harris, Director of Sales and Marketing (UK and International), Eurostar; Lawrence Hunt, Managing Director lowcostholidays; Debbie Marshall, Managing Director CV Travel; John McEwan, Chairman ABTA; Liz savage, Managing Director, Monarch Flights & Holidays; Peter Shanks, President and Managing Director, Cunard; Simon Vincent, President Europe Hilton Worldwide.

Judges of the Travel Editors Green Award included:

Frank Barrett, Mail on Sunday; Graham Boynton, Telegraph Media Group; Simon Calder, The Independent; Mark Lewis, Caterer and Hotelkeeper; Sarah Miller, Condé Nast Traveller 

Judges of the Travel Journalists Award for best Travel Website included:

Amanda Afiya, John Carter, Roger Bray, Sally Shalam, Amanda Morrison

Advisory Panel

To ensure that the Travel Press Awards become established as the leading press awards event within the industry an Advisory Panel has been created to include some leading industry figures from the world of PR and Travel. They are: Michele Andjel, Public Relations, P&O Cruises; Debbie Flynn, Chief Executive, Brighter PR; Debbie Hindle, Managing Director; BGB Graham Lancaster, Chairman, Euro RSCG Biss Lancaster; Nick Perry, Chairman, Ultra Travel Group; Emma Waddell, Head of PR, TUI Travel 

For further information, please contact: 

Franciszka Ozog, Event Director, Kingley Event Management
T: 020 7631 3879  E: franciszka.ozog@kingley.co.uk 
